
Thoughts and Smiles – June 28, 2021 

 
As you travel around, let people know that the kingdom of 
heaven has come. Take care of the sick, waken the lifeless, 
get to the root of suffering, and banish the demonic. 
                                                                            —MATTHEW 10:7–8 

 
“Kingdom of heaven” is an image at the heart and soul of the Gospels. You will find it 
woven into all the stories and teachings. 
It is so central that your interpretation of “kingdom” will determine how you respond to 
the deep mystery presented everywhere in these texts. 
 
Some think of the kingdom as the afterlife, some as the church, but I see nothing in the 
Gospels to support either view. Jesus talks about the kingdom as being within you and 
in your midst.  The passage from Matthew above makes it clear that you reveal the 
kingdom by the way you live and act – not that you live morally and virtuously but that 
you work at healing, wakening, caring for and calming others. 
 
Consider this relatively unfamiliar parable from the Gospel of Thomas. 
Jesus said: “The kingdom of the father is like a certain woman who was carrying a jar 
full of meal.  While she was walking on the road, still some distance from home, the jar's 
handle broke, and the meal emptied out behind her on the road.  She did not realize it; 
she had noticed no accident.  When she reached her house, she set the jar down and 
found it empty. 
 
In a sense, the kingdom we are talking about is empty.  “Empty” here doesn’t mean 
worthless; it means not fully visible and concrete, like a church or belief system. 
In a typical metaphor for emptiness, the Chinese spiritual classic the Tao Te Ching 
says: 

Cut doors and windows for a room; 
It is the holes that make it useful. 

 
The kingdom, too, is like an open window, 
nothing in itself, yet it allows everything.  
It is transparent and translucent.  It allows the 
fullness of life to shine through.  It is a way of 
seeing and living, but it is not an entity 
separate from ordinary existence.  It is not a 
set of beliefs as much as a slant on life.  In 
some ways, it’s a door opening to a new life, 
but even better, it’s a window you can look 
through and see another world. 
 
- From Thomas Moore’s “Writing in the Sand” 

 
 





 
 
 
Have a terrific week!  
 
Blessings to you all!  



 
 
David Jones 
Minister of Outreach and Pastoral Care 
Hepworth-Sauble Beach Pastoral Charge   
226-568-3476    ipcress.jones@gmail.com 

 
Check out “David’s Blog” on the Sauble Beach United Church website.  
 
https://saubleunitedchurch.ca/category/davids-blog/ 
 
 

Bonus Smiles: 
 

A STUDENT WHO OBTAINED 0% ON AN EXAM 

Q1.. In which battle did Napoleon die? 
*His last battle 

Q2.. Where was the Declaration of Independence signed? 
*At the bottom of the page 

Q3.. River Ravi flows in which state? 
*Liquid 
 
Q4.. What is the main reason for divorce? 
*Marriage 

Q5.. What is the main reason for failure? 
*Exams 

Q6.. What can you never eat for breakfast? 
*Lunch & dinner, 
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Q7.. What looks like half an apple? 
*The other half 

Q8.. If you throw a red stone into the blue sea, what will it become? 
*Wet 

Q9.. How can a man go eight days without sleeping? 
*No problem, he sleeps at night. 

Q10. How can you lift an elephant with one hand? 
*You will never find an elephant that has one hand. 
 
Q11. If you had three apples and four oranges in one hand and four apples and three 
oranges in other hand, what would you have? 
*Very large hands 

Q12. If it took eight men ten hours to build a wall, how long would it take four men to 
build it? 
*No time at all, the wall is already built. 

Q13. How can you drop a raw egg onto a concrete floor without cracking it? 
*Any way you want, concrete floors are very hard to crack. 

 

 
 
 
 
 


