
Thoughts and Smiles – February 7, 2022 
 
1st Samuel 8 

Israel's Folly 

1 When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name of his 

firstborn son was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beer-

sheba. 3 Yet his sons did not follow in his ways, but turned aside after gain; they took 

bribes and perverted justice. 4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and 

came to Samuel at Ramah, 5 and said to him, "You are old and your sons do not 

follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to govern us, like other nations." 6 

But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, "Give us a king to govern us." 

Samuel prayed to the LORD, 7 and the LORD said to Samuel, "Listen to the voice of 

the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have 

rejected me from being king over them. 8 Just as they have done to me, from the day I 

brought them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also 

they are doing to you. 9 Now then, listen to their voice; only--you shall solemnly warn 

them, and show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them." 10 So Samuel 

reported all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking him for a king. 11 

He said, "These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your 

sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before his 

chariots; 12 and he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and 

commanders of fifties, and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to 

make his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. 13 He will take your 

daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your 

fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his courtiers. 15 He will take 

one-tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and his 

courtiers. 16 He will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle and 

donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you 

shall be his slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom 

you have chosen for yourselves; but the LORD will not answer you in that day." 19 

But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, "No! but we are 

determined to have a king over us, 20 so that we also may be like other nations, and 

that our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our battles." 21 When 

Samuel had heard all the words of the people, he repeated them in the ears of the 

LORD. 22 The LORD said to Samuel, "Listen to their voice and set a king over them." 

Samuel then said to the people of Israel, "Each of you return home." 

What Could Possibly Go Wrong? 



 
 

Musings 

The people turn to Samuel for a king. A judge had many roles - prophet, military 

leader, judge (law giver and decider) and as such was sort of a mini-king already. So 

the people may be thinking a king is a natural extension of a judge; Samuel warns 

them to the contrary. God seems almost ambivalent suggesting that the people will do 

what they want whether it's God's will or not. This doesn't seem like the God who was 

leading them through the dessert, but ultimately tells Samuel to give them what they 

want. The irony is that all the negative things Samuel tells them about a king come 

true. Under the category of "be careful what you ask for" - they desired to "be like 

other nations" and they will get their wish. 

So… even when our choices contribute to an unjust and unfair world, we have the 
ability within us to respond in grace and kindness as the images below show. 
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Have an absolutely terrific week! 
 
David Jones 
Minister of Outreach and Pastoral Care 
Hepworth-Sauble Beach Pastoral Charge   
226-568-3476    ipcress.jones@gmail.com 

 
Check out "David's Blog" on the Sauble Beach United Church website.  

https://saubleunitedchurch.ca/category/davids-blog/ 
 

And if you want the online experience of the church worship services, follow the link here below... 
                        www.saubleunitedchurch.ca  and click: "Watch" 
 

mailto:ipcress.jones@gmail.com
https://saubleunitedchurch.ca/category/davids-blog/
http://www.saubleunitedchurch.ca/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://dragonlaffs.files.wordpress.com/2021/08/472.jpg&data=04|01||85dc2ca49301484ca8ef08d97eb7241d|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|637680147313775696|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=9MnJN4Ihu%2BFbiwMHvuxfALTBqLsDghlQD2q4EwpxHXA%3D&reserved=0

