
Thoughts and Smiles…. Monday, Nov. 28, 2022 

 

 

My work is loving the world. 

Here the sunflowers, there the hummingbird — equal seekers of sweetness. 

Here the quickening yeast; there the blue plums. 

Here the clam deep in the speckled sand.  

 

Are my boots old? Is my coat torn? Am I no longer young and still not half-

perfect? Let me keep my mind on what matters, which is my work,  

 

which is mostly standing still and 

learning to be astonished.   

The phoebe, the delphinium. 

The sheep in the pasture, and the 

pasture. Which is mostly rejoicing, 

since all ingredients are here, 

 

which is gratitude, to be given a 

mind and a heart and these body-

clothes, a mouth with which to 

give shouts of joy to the moth and 

the wren, to the sleepy dug-up 

clam, 

 

telling them all, over and over, 

how it is that we live forever.  

 

~Mary Oliver 
(Book: Thirst: Poems                         

https://amzn.to/3UTMWfM) 

 

 
 
 
 

https://amzn.to/3UTMWfM?fbclid=IwAR2QNIzgYsOAgdECs-348Z8wnA-oDFO0eYKubZM-hO-EiKMBWWXeJaJpa5Q


 
 

"...And after a long time the boy came back again.  

"I am sorry, Boy," said the tree, "but I have nothing left to give you-  

My apples are gone."  

"My teeth are too weak for apples," said the boy.  

"My branches are gone," said the tree.  

"You cannot swing on them-"  

"I am too old to swing on branches," said the boy.  

"My trunk is gone," said the tree.  

"You cannot climb-"  

"I am too tired to climb," said the boy.  

"I am sorry," sighed the tree.  

"I wish that I could give you something... but I have nothing left. I am an old stump. I am 

sorry..." 

"I don't need very much now," said the boy, "just a quiet pleace to sit and rest. I am very 

tired."  

"Well," said the tree, straightening herself up as much as she could,  

"well, an old stump is a good for sitting and resting. Come, Boy, sit down. Sit down and 

rest." 

And the boy did. 

And the tree was happy." 

 

Shel Silverstein - The Giving Tree, 1964. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Have a terrific week!  
 
Blessings to you all!  
                                                                                                 
David Jones 
Minister of Outreach and Pastoral Care 
Hepworth-Sauble Beach Pastoral Charge   
226-568-3476    ipcress.jones@gmail.com 

 
Check out "David's Blog" on the Sauble Beach 
United Church website. 
https://saubleunitedchurch.ca/category/davids-
blog/ 
 
Live-streaming of the St. Andrew’s service can be seen 
via the link: https://youtu.be/-b1wikbIYFI 

Or the SBUC service at:    https://youtu.be/87F5m0GEA1Q 
And the link to last Sunday's Communion video -  
All Belong Here - The Many - Lyric Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJBEwqBfw3I 
 

 LIGHT UP THE CHURCH  2022- Still not too late for your donation towards 

the added nativity and lights for this year’s display – just mark your 

envelope LIGHT UP THE CHURCH- thank you. 

LIGHT UP THE CHURCH - THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1 will be when we turn 
the lights on for the season.    We are planning for 6:30 pm, with cookies, 
hot chocolate and carol singing – hope to see you that night.    
 
Go ahead,  groan….. 
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