
Thoughts and Smiles – August 28, 2023 
 
An open poem to a world-weary empath,  
you can’t leave Earth yet  
~ because I just flipped ahead about 
a hundred pages in your story and I read 
that someday you will be the reason someone  
else doesn’t give up on their life  
I’m sorry to spoil the end of your epic tale  
~ but someday you will be the one who ignites 
the blaze in another person’s heart that won’t 
ever be put out again  
don’t complicate the plot of your story  
~ you are here to be a lamplighter that hands 
out little bits of your flame to ensure the rest 
of the world doesn’t exist in darkness  
I know you have been scorched so many times 
~ to love the world is to sometimes be burned 
at the stake by others who mistake your gift of 
compassion as a personal weakness  
I know it’s not easy to be a bringer of light to 
those who have become addicted to shadows  
~ but we need you to be a gardener of 
effervescent seeds that you will perhaps never 
see grow into burning rosebushes that can be 
seen from space  
Oh, my love, don’t give into the calling despair  
~ set your life on fire with kindness and watch how many other people come out of their 
caves to sit by your campfire heart to share their own stories of survival  
Oh my love, you are my favorite element 
 
~ john roedel 
(Artist: Yogeshkumar Velari) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We die to each other daily. What we know of other people is only our memory of the 

moments during which we knew them. And they have changed since then. To pretend that 

they and we are the same is a useful and convenient social convention that must sometimes 

be broken. We must also remember that we are meeting a stranger at every meeting.  

 

~T.S. Eliot 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Have a terrific week!  
Blessings to you all!   

 

 

 
 

                                                                   
David Jones  
Minister of Outreach and Pastoral Care 
Hepworth-Sauble Beach Pastoral Charge   
226-568-3476    ipcress.jones@gmail.com 

 
Check out "David's Blog" on the Sauble Beach 
United Church website. 
https://saubleunitedchurch.ca/category/davids-blog/ 

 
SBUC: https://www.youtube.com/live/nh6MjfIvO1U?si=AHxbTYDp55Y2LPmW 
St. Andrew’s UC: https://www.youtube.com/live/L6KnXVYg0Dg?si=OvbQBr8k4b9NlFmO 
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